[Angioedema caused by enalapril (Reniten)].
Two cases of enalapril(Reniten)-induced angioedema are described. In both patients the time lag between the first manifestation of angio-edema and diagnosis was more than one year, during which several bouts of edema occurred. One patient developed life-threatening swelling of the tongue and the larynx followed by asystole and apnea. The second patient had recurrent edema of the tongue and dyspnea. In general, enalapril-induced edema is not thought to be based on immunological mechanisms. However, in both patients we found elevated titres of antinuclear antibodies, which were reversible upon cessation of enalapril medication. The possible pathomechanisms are discussed.